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The Girl in the Blue 
Coat

Monica Hesse
Historical Fiction



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P29ZYcZm-f0


Noggin
John Corey Whaley

Science Fiction





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_z5R-36hDw


All-American Boys
Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely

Contemporary Fiction



Rashad is a young black teen who should have a 
whole world of opportunities ahead of him.  But being 
in the wrong place at the wrong time, he ends up 
being falsely accused of stealing and resisting arrest.  
He is badly beaten by a police officer. 

Quinn is a young white teen who sees Rashad being 
beaten... but the cop who does it is like a father to 
her.

This story is fiction, but it reads like it could have 
been ripped from today’s headlines.  In a world filled 
with racism and prejudice, how you choose to act 
matters.  The problem is figuring out where you really 
stand.

Authors Jason Reynolds 
& Brendan Kiley

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8MT0sTAf4k


Scythe
Neal Shusterman
Dystopian Sci-Fi



Two teens must learn the “art of killing” in this Printz 
Honor–winning book, the first in a chilling new series 
from Neal Shusterman, author of the New York Times 
bestselling Unwind dystology.

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: 
humanity has conquered all those things, and has even 
conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who 
can end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order 
to keep the size of the population under control.

Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a 
role that neither wants. These teens must master the “art” 
of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure 
could mean losing their own.

Scythe is the first novel of a thrilling trilogy by National 
Book Award–winning author Neal Shusterman in which 
Citra and Rowan learn that a perfect world comes only 
with a heavy price.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQcycxxkBZA


Grenade
Alan Gratz

Historical Fiction





We Were Liars
E. Lockhart

Psychological Thriller





Summer Reading Directions: 

● You may read at the pace that is comfortable for 
you, but it should be a pace at which you can 
create understanding. 

● This is different for everyone, but the following 
work must be completed before the first day of 
school...



 Assignment:
● You MUST take notes on your book as you read, and you 

will need to show these notes to your teacher at the start of 
8th grade to prove that you read.   You may:
○ write sticky notes for each chapter
○ write notes on your book: characters, plot, setting, etc.
○ summarize each chapter as you read

● Your notes MUST show a deeper understanding of the text.
● When you return to school, you will be assessed on the 

novel.


